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Information specialists search resources to identify information to answer research
questions. (A) Typically, we investigate the questions, identify relevant sources of
information that might answer those questions, search those sources and retrieve documents.
We may also be involved in managing retrieved records and documents and sometimes we also
select information from the records or documents that may be most relevant to the questions
being asked. (B) Sometimes information specialists produce summaries of the most relevant
information.

Information specialists have been undertaking these tasks for decades and many textbooks
and guidance documents are available to support them. New techniques are constantly
developing which can help with information retrieval and it is important to assess and
appreciate what they may offer. (C) New text mining tools, which analyse the frequency
and relationship of words in texts, are growing in number and availability. These tools may
be particularly relevant and attractive to information specialists developing searches for
systematic reviews since text mining can assist with developing searches for broad-based
and hard to define topics. It can also provide opportunities to manage and process large
volumes of records, which can be a challenge for some research questions.
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M12 LITET AU DissXEAESEEE (Library of Congress Classification) 12 2OW T DA%
PBHLImbDTHD, T EGA T FORMIZEZ RSV,

(A) The A schedule is for works that do not fit anywhere else in the schedules, because

they do not have a defined or recognizable subject, or because they cover general knowledge.

General encyclopedias like Encyclopedia Britannica are classed here, as are periodicals like

Time and Newsweek, and general newspapers

g

(B) M, N, and P are for the arts. Music has its own schedule. The visual arts like painting,

drawing and sculpture are in N, and so are resources about architecture. P is one of the
largest schedules. It is used for resources on linguistics in general, as well as for resources
about all of the world’ s languages and literatures (that is, fiction, drama, and poetry),

and also related topics like journalism and theater.

(C) Q through Z are for the sciences. Q, R, S, and T cover the hard and applied sciences,

including chemistry, biology, physics, medicine, botany and agriculture, engineering, and

much more.

U and V cover military and naval science.

Finally, Z is for library science, and is followed by bibliographies.

(D) The letters I, 0, W, X, and Y are not used as main classes. W is used by the National

Library of Medicine, Y is used by the Government Printing Office. The letter I could be easily
confused with the number 1 and the letter J. The letter O could be confused with the numeral

0 (zero).
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