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Errata

Corrections or corrigenda for previously—published articles are all uniformly
considered by NLM to be errata. NLM does not differentiate between errors that
originate in the publication process and those that result from errors of scientific
logic or methodology, because journal editors do not make this distinction
consistently or clearly. Since 1987, when a journal has published a labeled, citable
erratum to a previously-published article, NLM has amended its citation to the
original article with a bibliographic reference to the erratum notice, in order to

alert users and refer them to the source of the erratum information.

In PubMed®, the erratum information typically appears as a text phrase such as:

Erratum in: JAMA. 2004 Nov 24;292(20) :2470.

The appearance of the erratum information varies with the display format (Summary,
Abstract, etc.) with which a PubMed citation is viewed. In the MEDLINE format, the

erratum information appears in the EIN (Erratum in) field.

Errata may be published to correct text or information that appears anywhere within
an earlier published article. If the correction involves text or information that
is part of the corresponding NLM citation, such as the author, title or abstract,
then NLM will update its citation to the corrected form of the text or information,
and will indicate in some manner that data within one of the citation fields has been
corrected. When appropriate, NLM will retain the ability to retrieve the data via

the previous, uncorrected form of the citation.

For example, if an author name has been corrected, NLM will retain the ability to
search and retrieve the citation via the originally published, incorrect form of the

author name, in addition to the ability to search and retrieve the citation via the

4



corrected form of the author name. A notice about the correction in the citation will

show both the incorrect spelling of the name and the corrected form.

Duplicate Publication

NLM identifies an article that substantially duplicates another article without
acknowledgement by assigning both articles the Publication Type of Duplicate
Publication [PT]. Such articles have one or more authors in common and a substantial
amount of duplicated text. Duplication may occur intentionally, to achieve wider
dissemination of an article such as a policy statement, or inadvertently, through

multiple submission of a manuscript to different journals

The Publication Type of Duplicate Publication [PT] may be added to a citation with
or without a formal notification from authors or journal editors. In the indexing
process, indexers sometimes recognize duplicates or very similar publications. If
inspection of the potentially duplicative articles indicates a substantial amount
of overlap, the Publication Type will be added. However, NLM does not routinely examine

articles for originality.

A notice of duplicate publication is sometimes published within a journal when an
occurrence of duplicate publication is discovered. Such notices are cited in MEDLINE
and indexed with the MeSH subject heading Duplicate Publication as Topic [MH], and

comment linkages are created to each of the citations for the duplicate articles
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