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12 MeSH Medical Subject Headings 2005
PubMed

20045

Animals (B
Chardata (FZRENE
Vertebrates (EFHEBNEN)
Mammals (0 FLER)
Prirmates (= &8
Haplarhini  {Haplorhing
Hominidae (B F &)
Pongidse (23773732 #h
Gorilla gorilla (13
Pan paniscus (9 2 —F 08037 —)
Pan troglodytes (Fo/08034—)
Paongo pygmaeus (500 —400)

20055 ~ —

Animals (B ~
Chordata (EFZRENHD
Vertebrates (EHEEIHD
Mammals (R FLEE)
Frimates (S &EE)
Haplorhini  {Haplorhini)
Hominidae (EF #)
Gorilla gorilla (313D
Humans (A fE])
Pan paniscus (B9 2 —F 0427 —)
Pan troglodytes (Foori.28=)
Pongo pygmaeus (A5 —400)
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MeSH is updating the taxonomy of HOMINIDAE, the family comprising bipedal primate
mammals, which includes Humans. The check tag HUMAN has been changed to a new
descriptor HUMANS. It functions as both a descriptor and a check tag and is indented
under HOMINIDAE in the MeSH hierarchy, which, in turn, is indented under Animals.
A check tag is a MeSH heading that is looked for routinely by indexers in every journal
article. A check tag is used for online searching in the same way as a descriptor,
but a check tag like Human is never considered to be the main (or major) point of
an article. As a result of the changes made to MeSH for 2005, Humans is now an indention

under [ ]

Please note that any search for Animals or any of its entry terms when entered or

selected with any tag interpreted as a \ \ Heading, e.g., [mh], will be

treated according to the normal translation which includes the explosion of the
heading to retrieve the heading and all of its indentions. This means that all such
searches for animals [ [:::::::::::] ] will include citations indexed to Humans,
starting with the 2005 system. Examples of this are:

a. using the search tag with the term in the query box, e.g.: animal [mh]. (Use animal
[mh:noexp] to prevent the explosion.)

b. selecting Animals from one of the MeSH indexes under the Preview/Index tab.

c. building a search from the MeSH database where the [MeSH Terms] tag is supplied
by the system (unless the user selects the Do Not Explode this term option on the
Full display).

For 2004, human is searched as:

"[::::::::::]"[MeSH Terms] OR "hominidae"[MeSH Terms] OR human[Text Word]

For 2005, human will be searched as:

"[::::::::::]"[MeSH Terms] OR human[Text Word]

The "Hominidae"[MeSH Terms] portion of the translated search (which came from the
UMLS mapping) will be omitted because the MeSH children of Hominidae for 2005 will

include | . , and [::::::::::] as well as humans.
animal animals chimpanzees
gorillas human humans
Major MeSH mh
10 orangutans 11 rats 12 sh
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requires that terms be adjacent but in any order.
retrieves records that contain all specified search terms.
retrieves records that contain at least one of the search terms.
eliminates search terms from a set of records.

is used to open a database or to move from one database to another.

retrieves records containing the search terms or groups of terms

specified and stores them in a numbered set.
ends the online session and provides estimated cost information.
requires that terms be within the same subfield or same paragraph.

displays the portion of the database index in which the term

appears.
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