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Examining PubMed : Its evaluation and appropriate usage from online searchers’ viewpoint,
(Japan Online Information Retrieval Users Group Life Science Section) ’

Abstract : Life Science section members in OUG, Japan Online Information Retrieval Users Group,
evaluated the function and contents of PubMed, a free Medline by NLM available on the Internet,
comparing with one of commercial Medline Web products, DataStar Web, from online searchers’
viewpoint. We investigated it using same search topics, same search items, search strategy save
function and other functions. As a result, we ensure that PubMed is a user-friendly database as
same as DataStar Web, However, PubMed should be used on the understanding its function and
contents. We recommend it depending on search purpose for appropriate use, since PubMed is the
in-process database of Medline, which differs data display orders, data contents and so on.
Keywords: NLM / Medical Information / Database / MEDLINE / Free Site / Internet / Search-
ing / Searcher / End-user .
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