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Yes, You Can Search Patents using Numeric Property Ranges!

As a reference librarian 1 frequently get questions about patent search tools and their
(A) |- A request I hear often is “ how can | search patent data using a numeric property
range?”

IT you're a chemist you have a nice option in Reaxys, or Reaxysfile on , but this file
is strictly chemistry — it does not cover engineering and mechanical topics.

But where can one find a patent collection with property ranges? This kind of search
is possible in the full text PCT, Australian and Canadian collections on .

F1Z Karlsruhe developed an in-house method to index the property data found in these patents.
Indexing was performed over the entire English full text of the patent (title, ,
description and claims), but note that only the English-language documents will have been
indexed for property ranges; for the PCT collection, this omits a very significant portion
of the database.

Date range coverage of these files is very good. The collection covers the full text
of PCT publications back to the beginning of the collection in 1978, AUPATFULL covers
Australian patent applications and patent specifications back to 1964, and CANPATFULL
covers Canadian patent applications and patent specifications back to 1920. The reason
for the specific coverage of the Australian and Canadian authorities is that FIZ Karlsruhe
had the recent opportunity to index and these files, and so decided to treat them
with the same process.

By necessity, the indexing process includes automatic : all indexed data has been
converted into Sl base units. For example, the system will index “ 2 hours” into
sec. User keyword queries will also be converted to Sl base units when the search is
executed, so that both query and text are normalized. For example, a temperature search
in Celsius units will retrieve hits with ranges originally listed in Fahrenheit and Kelvin.
Additionally, property searches can be combined with other search terms, and the full range
of operators available on are available.
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