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Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) is a comprehensive vocabulary for the purpose of

Journal articles and books in the life sciences; it can also serve as a that

facilitates searching. Created and updated by the United States National Library of Medicine
(NLM), it is used by the MEDLINE/PubMed article database and by NLM' s catalog of book
holdings. There are three basic types of MeSH Records: Descriptors, Qualifiers, and
Supplementary Concept Records (SCRs).

-Descriptors: Also known as Main Headings, Descriptors are used to index in NLM"s
MEDLINE database, for cataloging of publications, and other databases, and are searchable
in PubMed as [MH] . Most Descriptors indicate the subject of an indexed item, such as a journal
article, that is, what the article is about. The descriptors or subject headings are arranged
in a hierarchy. A given descriptor may appear at several locations in the hierarchical tree.
The tree locations carry systematic labels known as , and consequently one descriptor

can carry several . For example, the descriptor "iPS cells" has the
[A11.872.040.500] and [0 0 O]

> Cells [All] 0 <A> stands for anatomy.[]
Stem Cells [A11.872]
Adult Stem Cells [A11.872.040]
Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells [A11.872.040.500]
> Cells [Al1l]
Stem Cells [A11.872]
Pluripotent Stem Cells [A11.872.700]
Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells [A11.872.700.500]

-Qualifiers: There are 83 topical Qualifiers (also known as ) used for and

cataloging in conjunction with Descriptors. Qualifiers afford a convenient means of

grouping together those which are concerned with a particular aspect of a subject.
For example, Caffeine/therapy indicates that the article or book is not about the caffeine
in general, but about the therapy by caffeine. Qualifiers are searchable in PubMed as MeSH

-Supplementary Concept Records: Supplementary Concept Records (SCRs), formerly called
Supplementary Chemical Records, are used to index chemicals, drugs, and other concepts such
as rare diseases for MEDLINE and are searchable by [NM] in PubMed. Unlike Descriptors,
SCRs do not have , however, each SCR is linked to one or more Descriptors, usually
broader, by the Heading Mapped To field in the SCR.
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