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Truncation and Character Masking Symbols
Use the symbols below to allow for variability in your search terms.

Symbol Definition Example Retrieves
? » Any number of characters to the right of the term|ALUM? ALUM
> Used only once in a term, usually at the [::5:] ALUMINA

ALUMINUM, etc.

! » Exactly one character at the designated position |THERMOLYS!S |THERMOLYSIS

» Can be used multiple times in a term THERMOLYSES
> Used anywhere except at the [::5:] of a term

# » One or zero characters at the designated position|CASEIN### CASEIN

» Can be used multiple times in a term CASEINS
> Used at the of the term only CASEINATE, etc.

Left truncation or simultaneous left-and-right truncation is available in some fields in some

databases. See the STN Database Summary Sheets for more information.

Boolean Operators
Use Boolean operators to combine search terms.

Operator Function Example
Answers must include both terms S ACID | d) | RAIN
Answers must include the first term S BLOOD PLASMA

and may not include the second term

LD |
L D]

Answers must include at least one term S (FIBER| f) | FIBRE)
S (L1, L3, L5)
S (E1-3, E7)

Notes:

» Spacing around the Boolean Operators is required.

» Always place parentheses around an expression of terms that is combined by the OR operator.
» A comma (,) or hyphen (-) can be used in place of an OR operator with L-number or E-number

search terms. No spaces are allowed around the comma or hyphen.

Numeric Operators
Use the operators below to specify values and ranges.

Operator Function Example
/ or = Search for a single value. S 20060400/UP
- Search for a range of values. S 3-5/FE
< Search for values less than a specific value. S PY<1967
> Search for values greater than a specific value. S ED>20060211
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>= or => | Search for values greater than or equal a specific value. | S FW>=600

<= or =< Search for values less than or equal to a specific value. | S PD<=19980100

Notes:
» Numeric operators can be used only in fields that contain numeric data.
» Spaces can be included around numeric operators if desired.

O0O0Oa), b) ,c) OOODDDOODOOOODOOOOOOOODOOOODO

O O beginning - beginning — beginning O O beginning - end — beginning
O O beginning - end - end O Oend - beginning — beginning
O Oend - beginning - end OOend - end — beginning
OUOend - end - end

OO O Truncation and Character Masking Symbols” OO0 O OO0O0OOOO0O0O0O0OOOONO

goboodgbood

0 0O CENT? O OCENTHIE O O CENTIR!

O O CENNT#R# O O CENT##

0O00d),e) , DOOOOOOODDOOODOOO0OOOOOOODOOOOOO

O OAND - NOT - OR O OAND - OR — NOT O OOR — AND — NOT

OOOR = NOT — AND O ONOT — AND - OR O ONOT - OR = AND

gompyDOooDOOoODDO2009 OO0 2011 ODOO0O0OOOO0OOOOO0ODODOOODODOO
oboboboboboobonoonooooooogoog

0 oS PY>2008 0 odS PY=>2008 0 0OS PY>=2009

0ds 2009-/PY O 0OS PY 2009-2011/PY
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