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SEARCHING THE INTERNET & CHILD SAFETY

A GUIDE FOR PARENTS & CARERS ON HOW TO HELP CHILDREN SEARCH SAFETY

CHILDREN AND SEARCH

With ever increasing amounts of material — websites, images, video etc — on the
internet, searching carefully is crucial, but how can parents and carers help children

search safely? This guide will help you.

Most children use search engines to find things on the Internet. In fact research

has found that search providers’ sites are the most visited sites among the majority

of children and young people. In addition to the incredible positives and benefits

that search brings, for example helping to research for school assignments, there

is a risk to children searching the Internet of exposure to material that may be

potentially harmful to them, or even material that is illegal.

This document aims to help parents in their choice of search provider by using a
checklist of questions to outline what is current good practice in relation to child
safety for search providers, and to enable parents to be aware of what they can do

to help their children search safer.

This document is a summary of the full document, ‘Good practice guidance for search
service providers and advice to the public on how to search safely’ , published by
the Home Office in December 2005. All the main search providers in the UK contributed
to this document to help identify and outline what is good practice for providing
search in relation to child safety as well as drawing up information for parents about

search. See www. homeoffice. gov. uk/documents/search-and-advice-public?view=Binary.

(hig)

A PARENTS GUIDE TO SEARCH AND SEARCH PROVIDERS

1) SAFETY ADVICE FOR SAFER SEARCHING
(%)

2)FILTERING OUT SEARCH RESULTS THAT ARE POTENTIALLY HARMFUL FOR CHILDREN
(i)



3) WHAT HAPPENS I[F | COME ACROSS. .

3)— a) What happens if | come across potentially harmful material in search
results
(%)

3)- b) What happens if | come across illegal material in search results

KEY QUESTIONS:
Where do I report illegal material?

How can I reduce the likelihood of coming across such material?

Most search providers are taking steps, by working with the UK’ s national hotline
the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF), to block illegal content from the results for
searches. If you come across content during a search that you consider to be illegal
— such as child abuse images or racist content — then you should report this to the

IWF, www. iwf. org. uk.

If you are unsure, then report it to your search provider who can then contact the

relevant authority on your behalf

SEARCH PROVIDERS SHOULD. .

It is good practice for search providers to offer the user a choice between a
UK only or a World wide search. You are less likely to return illegal content
in your searches by selecting a UK only search as opposed to a World Wide Web
search because sites hosted in the UK are subject to UK law and are thus easier
to police. Currently less than 0.4% of websites which the IWF has assessed to
contain illegal material is hosted in the UK, thus if the search is only for
UK only sites there is less likelihood of returning illegal material. However,
this will mean that sites which are hosted in other countries, but which are

relevant to your search will be excluded too.
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