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Series: Footsteps of information retrieval service pioneers(2): The first database service in Japan: research,
development and service of TOOL-IR. Takeo YAMAMOTO (Faculty of Information Technology and Business,
Cyber University, Saiki 1755-2, Tsukuba-Shi, Ibaraki-Ken 305-0028 Japan)

Abstract: The first Japanese online information retrieval service, TOOL-IR, was started at the Computer

Centre, Tokyo University, in July 1975. The sotware was developed by a group headed by the author. Initially it
started with CA Condensates database from the Chemical Abstracts Service, and within the fiscal year 1975
Crystallographic Data from Cambridge University and Computer and Control Abstracts were added to the

database. The service was used by researchers and graduate students in Japanese universities, colleges and

research institutes for over 20 years, usually over 500 active users yearly and at its height over 1500 yearly. In

addition tu consideration paid for human-machine interface, TOOL-IR service had features such as

suffix-match retrieval, query library shared by the users, private database development support (PDB), and

e-mail communication between the service provider and the users. The article traces its inseption, R&D,

episodes in early import of database on tape and sketches the development of the service.

Keywords: TOOL-IR / online information retrieval service / database service / TSS / terminals on public

telephone network / CA Condensates / INSPEC / crystallographic Data / man-machine interface / human

interface
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