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Series: Footsteps of information retrieval service pioneers (1) A brief history. Soichi TOKIZANE (Special

Editor), (Library and Information Science, Faculty of Letters Aichi University, 1-1 Machihata-cho, Toyohashi,

Aichi Pref. 441-8522 JAPAN)

Abstract: To start a series of articles by those who struggled to take off online information systems/services in

Japan, a brief history is discussed. Online information retrieval system was first launched in the U.S. in late

1960s. It went commercial when DIALOG and ORBIT began services. In Japan, Japanese language systems
such as JOIS, PATOLIS, and NEEDS-IR were developed in late 1970s as well as an English language system
TOOL-IR for universities. Online terminals which could print Kanji were developed in early 1980s. Foreign
systems such as DIALOG and ORBIT were introduced in Japan eventually, followed by CAS ONLINE. This

opened the golden age of online searchers who studied how to make best use of such online systems through

various user groups.

Keywords: information retrieval service / online information service / Japanese language processing / DIALOG
/ ORBIT / JOIS / PATOLIS / NEEDS-IR / TOOL-IR / CAS ONLINE / user groups
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